Internships and Student Affiliations FAQ
What is the difference between an Intern and Student Affiliate?
Interns are students or recent graduates interested in gaining relevant experience in a particular field.
Interns generally present with a mentor who assigns specific tasks and evaluates the interns overall
work. An Internship is also reciprocal: while the Intern is performing work for Virtua, the Intern's
mentor is also expected to deliver an educational experience. By contrast, a Student Affiliate is a
graduate or undergraduate level student seeking experiential learning in a particular field relevant to
the course of study. Student affiliates can be individuals or groups. Groups are required to present
with an instructor employed by the respective learning institution. Individuals present with or are
assigned preceptors.
Is it possible for a Student Affiliate at Virtua to be paid for work performed?
No. By definition, a Student Affiliate is an unpaid position. However, an Intern (a paid position) may
receive course credit for work performed at Virtua.
Are all interns paid?
No. Interns qualified to receive pay are recruited or compensated through a separate work study
program.
Where can candidates find and apply to open Intern positions at Virtua?
Candidates can find and apply to Intern positions at www.virtua.org/careers.
Can I shadow someone at Virtua for the educational experience?
No. Virtua recognizes that shadowing can be valuable for an observer. However, due to patient
confidentiality, corporate confidentiality, and liability concerns Virtua does not allow
shadowing/observing of any kind. This rule also applies to relatives of Virtua employees.
If I volunteer at Virtua can I select the area of my choice to gain educational experience?
No. Volunteering can be a great way for individuals to contribute to Virtua, but opportunities are
limited only to those areas of need identified by Volunteer Services, and a minimum time commitment
is expected.
Do I have to be an affiliate if I know someone at Virtua willing to mentor me?
Yes. In the best interest of all, mentorships are regulated according to specific guidelines. If your
school/university has not established an affiliation agreement with Virtua, regardless of the prior
agreement with your intended mentor you will not be allowed internship at any Virtua location. This
applies to employees, non-employees, and volunteers.
Please send additional queries to: lmccall@virtua.org, attention: Student Affiliate Coordinator.

